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not able to repair the quay unless the owners were
"compelled to be yearly contributors and helpers."
It therefore authorised the bailiffs, coroners, and
searchers of occupations in Scarborough to appoint
two masters or keepers of the pier, and enacted that
these masters or keepers and their successors, should
yearly levy, towards the repair and subsequent main-
tenance of the pier, one-fifth of the rents receivable
by "all and every person and persons being owner
or owners, and having estate of inheritance, or being
tenant by the courtesy or tenant in dower of any
messuage or messuages, tenement or tenements, or
any kind of rents, garthings, orchards, or other lands,
grounds, or hereditaments set, situate, or lying within
the precincts, limits, or bounds of the said town of
Scarborough, or the liberties and jurisdiction of the
same, or of any kind of rent or rents being due to
be paid forth, or for any of the same." The fifth was
to be collected from the farmers or occupiers, but it is
provided that every occupier holding under a landlord,
upon paying the fifth part of his rent to the masters
of the pier, " shall be thereof and for so much clearly
acquitted and discharged against the owner" from
whom he holds, "any usage, custom, law, covenant,
indenture, obligations, or bonds to the contrary made
or hereafter to be made in any wise notwithstand-
ing." To make a long story short, tenants were
allowed to deduct the fifth from their rents, and all
contracts to the contrary, past, present, and to come,
were rendered void. If any owner occupied or held
his property in his own hands, he was to pay the fifth
part of so much rent as it " may be reasonably let to
farm for, as by the valuation of ten discreet persons